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Lowering restored second engine into Sunbeam 1000hp chassis in the National Motor
Museum.

The National Motor Museum at Beaulieu tells us...

(All words and photographs from The Museum).
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The second engine of World Land Speed Record breaker Sunbeam 1000hp has been

completed, tested and lowered back into its chassis in the National Motor Museum at
Beaulieu.

The race has been on to complete the restoration before Sunbeam is shipped to America for
celebratory appearances, before its planned centenary run on the anniversary of breaking
the 200mph record at Daytona.

Partners have helped restore parts to finish the second engine, with the refurbishment of
four magnetos by expert Alan Fairbrother at Dibden Purlieu, casings and rotors for the
airstart mechanism by A.]. Glew and specialist pipework from J&T Tubes.

All of the parts have been fitted by National Motor Museum engineers in their reassembly of
the colossal 22.5 litre Matabele V12 aero engine, before undertaking a series of test start-
ups. See work on the rebuild here: https://youtu.be/SPyi eYI1S4

The front engine has now been reunited with Sunbeam’s chassis in the museum, joining the
rear restored engine which was completed last year. The challenge in the restoration’s final
stage is to synchronise both engines - which run in opposite directions - and run them
together again for the first time in nearly a century.

National Motor Museum Senior Engineer Ian Stanfield said: “There are still hurdles to
overcome in our attempt to get both engines working in harmony. Though whatever
happens, we are working to the final deadline for Sunbeam to be shipped to America at the
end of June.”

As Sunbeam’s chassis is nearly 25 ft long with a 75 ft turning circle, a dolly has had to be
made to fit under its rear end to help manoeuvre it.

The original air ducts need to be re-fitted to scoop air into Sunbeam’s body and cool its
radiators during the planned low-speed centenary run at Daytona in March 2027, to
celebrate the World Land Speed Record set on the beach by Sir Henry Segrave.
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Workshop engineer Mitch Caws works on parts of Sunbeam’s second engine laid out in the
National Motor Museum workshop.


https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Workshop-engineer-Mitch-Caws-works-on-parts-of-Sunbeams-second-engine-laid-out-in-the-National-Motor-Museum-workshop-copy.jpg
http://www.wheels-alive.co.uk

{m WH EEI_S-ALIVE! www.wheels-alive.co.uk

Apprentice Aaron Burton with Sunbeam’s second restored engine in the National Motor
Museum workshop.
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Senior Engineer Ian Stanfield (left), apprentice Aaron Burton and volunteer Phil Hibbard
work on Sunbeam’s second engine ready for testing.

U
...........

_ _ g ¢ _,_...) oS < e * :,--’ e
National Motor Museum Chief Engineer Doug Hill (left) and Senior Engineer lan Stanfield
(centre) fit second restored engine in Sunbeam 1000hp.

Though Sunbeam’s first public appearance will be at Pebble Beach Concours d’ Elegance in
California, when it takes centre stage at the prestigious motoring event in August.

Funds are still needed to help see this important part of World Land Speed Record history
displayed and run again. To make a donation online see:

https://nationalmotormuseum.org.uk/sunbeam-1000hp-restoration-campaign/.


https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/National-Motor-Museum-Chief-Engineer-Doug-Hill-left-and-Senior-Engineer-Ian-Stanfield-centre-fit-second-restored-engine-in-Sunbeam-1000hp-copy.jpg
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC09yUqNKvj3Fad6voMR2LS7-2BLSpC3CTSw5uemhSBVAGMgghZOCoRzNePATzbAEbzUtlL7Uh3xMFruQdEuuSiTxI-3DgzqA_QOKcIEi6qQs7sao19kCYQ9atiBLOHXl-2F7nFAhMPq1I7-2Bv0gpLJcuw0W7EMMCaJASmypyGQIckIu4btjIy40O0B2-2BQRVtqF6qusKS5yiYTZAgXRl6lF6ne57uhw73r1dC6Hq6rXxPPTKJfq8E7iVJ-2Fj13zdXJsjYbLyDuEuxHw9Jt0vnHzfwj-2FoRtTnnJvY-2Fu7Ztey3aOYSzJn70BtTzZXvgdMi39c3RXYpGSr3brCdQgYNjiIGakV4pJnabucYhW20emNDumxBGXg9ywR6Ixen2O8bHcc7p-2F0vmvnYU4LK5mCZVdlo8VdldFBo-2FGmgrlianW6oHBY7-2FzatLBCJ-2FbJQ-3D-3D
http://www.wheels-alive.co.uk

{m WH EELS-AL'VE' www.wheels-alive.co.uk

Major Henry Segrave with Sunbeam 1000hp at Daytona Beach in Florida.
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