
www.wheels-alive.co.uk

Which cars are built in Britain?
Published: March 5, 2019
Author:
Online version: https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/which-cars-are-built-in-britain/

https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/which-cars-are-built-in-britain/
http://www.wheels-alive.co.uk


www.wheels-alive.co.uk

Buying British-made cars could help bolster the UK car industry…

However, from an Aston Martin to a Vauxhall Astra, which cars are
made here?

Honda is closing its Swindon plant, which built 160,000 Honda Civics last year; Nissan has
reversed its decision to build the new X-Trail SUV in Sunderland; and The Society of Motor
Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) warned in February that the car industry in the UK is
on ‘red alert’, rocked by a five year low in production.

With these setbacks in mind, InsuretheGap.com, a provider of Guaranteed Asset Protection
(GAP) insurance, has produced a guide on which cars are manufactured in Britain for those
who wish to support the British car industry (see table below).
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In 2018, over 1.51m cars were built in the UK (source SMMT) and while the vast majority of
these are exported, buying British-made cars could help to bolster the industry in the
coming months.

There are over 30 active car manufacturers, employing 186,000 people, and building over
70 models in the UK.  The largest manufacturer is Jaguar Landrover, which built almost
450,000 cars in the UK last year, including the Jaguar F-type and the Range Rover. A close
second is Nissan, at its Sunderland plant, which made 442,254 cars, from the Juke to the
Qashqai.

Mini is the third largest car manufacturer in the UK, based at Cowley, Oxford, and
manufacturing 234,183 cars last year, including the Mini Clubman and Mini Countryman,
followed by Toyota’s plant in Burnaston, Derbyshire, making over 129,000 Auris and Avensis
models.

Other British-made cars include the Vauxhall Astra, made at Ellesmere Port, and the Honda
Civic, made in Swindon (in 2022 this site is due to close).

Nissan’s Qashqai was the fourth best-selling car in the UK last year, but the remaining top
ten best-sellers were made abroad. The Ford Fiesta claimed the top spot (Ford stopped
making cars here in 2002), followed by the Volkswagen Golf, which is manufactured at the
Wolfsburg plant in Germany, and the third best-selling car was the Vauxhall Corsa, which is
also made in Germany.

“The UK car manufacturing industry is important to the UK, but a lot of people may be
unaware of some of the models that are manufactured here,” says Ben Wooltorton, Chief
Operating Officer of InsuretheGap.com. “If you’re in the market for a new car, why not take
a look at the models that are manufactured in the UK before you buy?”

The table below shows British car manufacturers and the number and location of cars they
made in the UK in 2018:

https://www.smmt.co.uk/vehicle-data/manufacturing/
https://www.smmt.co.uk/industry-topics/economy/uk-automotive-and-the-uk-economy/
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Make Model Where built
Number built in

2018

Jaguar

Land

Rover

-F-Pace and XE

– F-type, XJ, XF

 

– Land Rover Discovery Sport

(assembly will be moving to

Slovakia in future), Range Rover

Evoque

 

– Range Rover, Range Rover Velar,

Range Rover Sport & Land Rover

Defender

– Solihull,

– Castle Bromwich,

Birmingham

 

– Halewood, Merseyside

 

 

 

-Solihull

449,304

 

Nissan
Juke, Qashqai, Note and Leaf and

Infiniti Q30
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear 442,254

Mini
Mini, Mini Clubman and Mini

Countryman
Cowley, Oxford 234,183

Toyota Auris, Auris hybrid and Avensis Burnaston, Derbyshire 129,070

Honda Civic and CR-V Swindon 160,676

Vauxhall Astra Ellesmere Port 77,481

Lotus Elise, Evora and Exige Norfolk
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https://www.smmt.co.uk/vehicle-data/manufacturing/
https://www.smmt.co.uk/vehicle-data/manufacturing/
http://www.wheels-alive.co.uk


www.wheels-alive.co.uk

Aston

Martin

DB9, Vantage, Rapide, Vanquish

and DB11
Gaydon, Warwickshire

Bentley

Motors

Continental, Flying Spur and

Mulsanne
Crewe, Cheshire

Rolls

Royce
Ghost and Wraith Goodwood, West Sussex
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