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Electric van insurance is much higher than for diesel
vans
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A new study from van leasing specialists Vanarama has revealed
that electric vans cost up to £386.87 more than diesel vans...

They tell us:
(All words and images from Vanarama).

The research, which analysed electric van insurance and diesel van insurance costs for 40 of
the most popular tradespeople job titles, found that the highest price difference was
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£386.87 and the lowest was £224.70.

Vanarama (https://www.vanarama.com) created an ‘average van driver profile’ to ensure the
only variable changed for each insurance quote was the job title and van type. The vans
used for this study were the UK’s best- selling van, the Ford Transit Custom and the UK’s
best-selling electric van, the Vauxhall Vivaro-e. The value of each van was determined by
analysing Auto Trader listings and calculating the average price.
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Annual Van Insurance Quotes:
Diesel vs. Electric

DIESEL DIFFERENCE

Refrigeration Engineer £722.77 £1,109.64 £386.87
Mechanic £837.28 £1,159.91 £322.63
Cleaner £798.19 £1,109.64 £311.45
Furniture Remover £798.19 £1,109.64 £311.45
Lift Engineer £798.19 £1,109.64 £311.45
Pest Control £798.19 £1,109.64 £311.45
Asbestos Remover £779.59 £1,082.69 £303.10
Bricklayer £779.59 £1,082.69 £303.10
Roofer £779.59 £1,082.69 £303.10
Carpet Cleaner £798.19 £1,095.71 £297.52
Window Cleaner £798.19 £1,095.71 £297.52
Architect £760.91 £1,056.16 £295.25
Ceiling Fitter £742.65 £1,030.21 £287.56
Door Fitter £742.65 £1,030.21 £287.56
Handyperson £742.65 £1,030.21 £287.56
Steeplejack £742.65 £1,030.21 £287.56
Builder £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Carpenter £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Decorator £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Electrician £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Gardener £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Glazier £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Heating Engineer £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Joiner £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Locksmith £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Painter £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Plasterer £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Plumber £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Solar Panel Installer £ Repairer £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Stonemason £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Tiler £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Tree Surgeon £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Welder £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Carpetfitter £722.77 £1,004.29 £281.52
Boiler Technician £798.19 £1,072.37 £274.18
Scaffolder £779.59 £1,053.71 £274.12
Chimney Sweep £798.19 £1,055.84 £257.65
Fireplace Fitter £752.76 £1,004.29 £251.53
Repairman £798.19 £1,030.21 £232.02
Thatcher £779.59 £1,004.29 £224.70
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The Average Van Driver

Age: Licence held for:
55 Years 32 Years

The Average Van

DIESEL ELECTRIC
Ford Vauxhall

Transit Custom e-Vivaro

Kept Overnight: Miles Per Year:
At home/On street 17,500

No Claims Discount:  Voluntary excess:
20+ Years £500

TRADESPERSON

Vanarama'’s study found that the highest diesel van insurance annual premium is £837.28
for the trade occupations analysed. Compared to £1,159.91 for the highest electric van
insurance annual premium, which is an increase of £322.63, this could pose a challenge for
tradespeople considering ‘going green’ and making the switch to an EV.

Those working as refrigeration engineers are hit the worst if they opt to drive more ‘eco-
friendly’. Refrigeration engineers will need to pay £1,109.64 a year if they want to insure an
electric van compared to just £722.77 if they were to drive an ICE van instead. A difference
of £386.87, the biggest difference for any trade professional.

At the other end of the leaderboard, it turns out that thatchers see the smallest increase
when comparing ICE and electric van insurance. Thatchers pay £1,004.29 to insure an
electric van per year, joined with other trades such as tree surgeons, glaziers, carpetfitters,
tilers, etc, but also pay quite a high rate for an ICE van at £779.59, causing a smaller gap of
just £224.70. This is a £162.17 difference compared with refrigeration engineers.
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View the full study to find out the individual tradespeople job title insurance costs for diesel

and electric: how-much-do-trade-job-titles-impact-van-insurance

Methodology: Following our car insurance reports in 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023 this update
switches its focus to van insurance, with a specific focus on the trade industry. We selected
56 of the most common trades, whittling the number down to a core 40 as some trades
would not require their own van for self-employment purposes.

To reduce the variables and focus on the discrepancy in premiums on job title alone, our
report has been created using an average driver profile, similar to ones used before, and
covers many factors such as the driver’s location, relationship status and even where the car
is kept at night.

In all cases, the cheapest premium available was taken from MoneySuperMarket for each
job title. Data gathered November 2023.
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