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DO7 front three quarters view.

Two Chinese electric van brands will go on sale in Britain early next
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year with five year warranties – and passenger cars could follow.

By Robin Roberts (and Miles Better News Agency).

DFSK and Skywell models will be imported by Innovation Automotive, based in the
Cotswolds, and CEO is Paul Brigden, formerly Operations Director of Mitsubishi Motors UK
headquartered in Cirencester.

The vehicles will be imported through Portbury, Bristol docks but the number of jobs being
created at IA headquarters is not yet known. The marketing and sales operation for the
models is still being finalised.
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They are likely to be low volume numbers which would allow them to circumvent tougher
tests applied to big sellers. Pricing of the newcomers will be critical to their success. In
China the EVs are now much cheaper than when launched and offer a real challenge to the
European and Asian brands.

If they undercut the rising number of UK and European vans now coming to market they
could be a real boost to the Government’s drive towards ultra-low emissions by 2035 but
would be likely to enflame members of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders
representing the existing marques in Britain and who are facing stiff resistance from buyers
to the higher priced EVs currently going into showrooms. They will also be major
challengers to the electric vans made by Vauxhall at Luton and Ellesmere Port and any CVs
that Nissan, Sunderland may produce or other vehicle makers who are lining up zero
emission models for later this decade.

Experts at Thatcham Research, which carries out exhaustive safety tests on new models
sold in Britain said small numbers of vehicles posed a grey area for legislators.

All new vehicles in the UK must still comply with The United Nations Economic Commission
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for Europe (UNECE) Type Approval rules, according to Thatcham Research.

In Europe, all UK sourced cars must comply with existing EU Type Approval rules. In the
Brexit agreement, the UK agreed to accept all current EU regulations, however a grey area
remains around the General Safety Regulation (GSR2). The DfT has indicated that it would
transfer GSR2 to GB Approval, but trade negotiations have led to ambiguity around this
point.

With this, there is the potential risk that the UK accepts non-EU approved vehicles, but the
Euro NCAP programme would prevent vehicle manufacturers from downgrading car specs
for the UK. However, this now doesn’t stop the UK allowing the import of non-EU compliant
vehicles – CVs or passenger cars.
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EC35 with tailgate open.
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