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‘Spoiler ATert: ot Hatch Story", Se
meets and the bold visuals of era-defining car magazines, the exhibition im ,
visitors in the 80s and 90s hot hatch culture in a space brimming with nostalgia. ‘Spoiler Alert’, which

opened on 20 June, will run until 21 February 2027 in The Rubery Owen Gallery.

atmosphere of car

There are 8 iconic vehicles on display, each marking different phases in the history of the hot hatch. The
selection includes a 1981 VW Golf GTI, a 1985 Group B rally era MG Metro 6R4, a 1988 Peugeot 205 GTI
Tolman Edition, and a 2021 Honda Civic Type R built in the Swindon works before its closure. Visitors will
love exploring the enduring legacy of these groundbreaking vehicles through a range of dynamic exhibits
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and installations, including objects that evoke the spirit of the era, such as a Sony Walkman, a shell suit, and

a selection of retro toys.

Visitors can customise their own hot hatch designs and enjoy an interactive hot hatch-themed photo
opportunity, as this new exhibition celebrates the lasting impact of these cars on automotive culture to this
day. The gallery blends a crescendo of revving engines and a retro soundtrack to recreate the feel of a
bustling car meet and reflects the power of these amazing vehicles to bring people together. The story,
meanwhile, reflects the era’s most prominent car magazines, such as Max Power.

The 80s saw the term “hot hatch” used by the motoring press for the first time, and that decade and the one
that followed are considered a golden age, combining family car practicality with turbocharged engines,
sharp suspension, and sports car styling. Celebrated for their accessible performance, the hot hatches
became cultural icons and are still coveted by enthusiasts today.
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Cat Boxall, Curator at the British Motor Museum, said, “We're really excited to have opened this exhibition

celebrating hot hatches! Those born in the 60s, 70s & 80s will fondly remember these ‘souped-up’ cars as
their first or second cherished vehicles. Many have reached classic status and are now as highly prized as
some supercars!”
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CEO Peter Armstrong.
Don’t miss your chance to experience ‘Spoiler Alert: The Hot Hatch Story’ in person. To find out more
information about the exhibition and book your Museum tickets, please visit:
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/spoiler-alert-the-hot-hatch-story. Access to the exhibition is included with

your admission.

Follow The British Motor Museum on social media:

Twitter @BMMuseum Facebook www.facebook.com/BritishMotorMuseum
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Instagram www.instagram.com/britishmotormuseum
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