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and today runs to over 20 variants in the UK.

There are seven petrol or diesel engine and powertrain options including manual, automatic
and 2WD or 4WD versions in two trim levels in a single bodystyle.

Using the modular VW platform, Arteon sits above the Passat series, and effectively
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replaced the ill-fated Phaeton which went off the showroom floor in 2016.

Our mid-range test car in its Turmeric Yellow paint finish and higher R-Line sporting trim
never failed to turn heads and produce comments, nearly all favourable. That is also
because it is a big car but also a very sleek-looking model, and this helps achieve the good
fuel economy we saw on test.

L

The well-developed clean 2.0 litre four cylinder turbodiesel engine was a little hesitant to

start on the button and gave a modest 190 hp output, but that was good enough to attain a
respectable acceleration from rest and through the gears when overtaking. It fairly galloped
along motorways and main roads and the seven-speed DSG box was extremely responsive
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for overtaking, very smooth and quiet in operation, and had a manual mode if desired. The

engine was also smooth and fairly quiet and the combination worked well to shrink miles

without wearing down the driver.
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Our test car had front wheel drive only and it showed good grip and agility with a vice-free

handling nature but for the ultimate in grip you’d have to move into a 4WD version and bear
the additional cost if you really needed it.

There is no denying the steering and brakes reinforced the assured stance of the Arteon,
needed little effort to feed back a strong and efficient response and were particularly
smooth.

Secondary controls were all grouped on the wheelspokes, console or fascia with a medium
sized very clear infotainment touchscreen in the centre of the dash, while a familiar
instruments’ display infront of the driver conveyed the essentials and a range of readings
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which could be scrolled into view. All were clear and logical.

This slideshow requires JavaScript.

[t’s also packed with the latest safety features and creature comfort makers for

communication and entertainment on the move, through a wifi network.

The heating and ventilation was via push-buttons below the central info screen, easy to
understand and use, effective and backed up by powered windows and sunroof, although the
glass roof is an optional extra.

Visibility was very good with a low waistline and large windows and helped by the extensive
camera system, another extra. Very good intelligent turning headlights and wipers were
also appreciated.

Access was easy throughout and the bootspace opened from knee-height to reveal a big
space even before the seatbacks were folded. Inside, the oddments room was good with bins
on the doors, on the central console and seatbacks, as well as a large glovebox.
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[t’s an extremely roomy car whether infront or in any of the three back seats and the boot is

capable of taking a number of cases for a holiday.

Seats included a multi-adjustable electric option on the test car, and they were very well
shaped and supremely comfortable and supporting under the legs and around the back.

Which brings us to the ride of the VW Arteon? With the test car’s 19-inch wheels and tyres
there was a hardness about the system picking up every ripple and recess, particularly at
lower speed, but it genuinely was very smooth on most main roads. The suspension settings
were definitely on the stiffer side and reflected the R-Line trim as well as to complement
potential performance on motorways. There are four selectable ride settings, adding eco to
comfort and dynamic but it was the normal setting which proved the most diverse.
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In the daytime, the uniformly dark interior may not be to everyone’s liking but at night the

interior illumination transformed the cabin into a light-feist with colour and brightness in
abundance set against that black background.

VERDICT

There is no getting away from it, the VW Arteon is a distinctive and desirable car to have, a
big car with good performance but a modest thirst, easy to drive and fairly comfortable most
of the time, but its expensive to up-spec items and the warranty is average for today’s
market.

It has raised VW’s game against what many consider the premium German brands,
including its sister Audi brand, and that cannot be a bad thing.

For: Refined powertrain, performance, economy, handling, room, sophistication, trim
quality, boot space, kerb appeal.

Against: Stiff ride at low speed on big wheels and low profile tyres over some surfaces even
at normal speeds, expensive options and modest warranty.
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Mini Milestones and Wheels-Alive tech. Spec. in Brief:

VW Arteon R-Line 2.0TDI 190 hp, seven speed automatic.

Price: £37,575 (as tested £45,110).

Engine/transmission: 2.0 litre, four cylinder, 190 hp, 400 Nm (295 1b.ft) of torque from
1,900 rpm, turbodiesel, seven speed automatic, front wheel drive.

Performance: 148 mph, 0-62 mph 8.0 seconds.

Fuel consumption: Combined Cycle 60 mpg (51 mpg on test).
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Emissions and taxation: CO2 121 g/km, VED diesel First Year road tax £205 then £140
Standard rate and will be £170/£145 from 1 April when new rates are applied (This
version, as its costs more than £40k will also continue to carry the £310 annual
supplement for five years from year two onwards), BiK company car tax 29% now and
32% from April.

Insurance Group: 25E.

Warranty: Three years/60,000 miles.

Dimensions/capacities: L 4.87 m (15.98 ft), W 2.13 m (6.99 ft), H 1.45 m (4.76 ft),
boot/load space 563 - 1,557 litres (19.88 - 54.98 cu.ft), braked towing weight 2,000 kg
(4,409 1b), five doors/five seats.
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