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Fun in the Sun… with the Vauxhall Viva Rocks 1.0…

…assessed by Robin Roberts (and Miles Better News Agency).

The greatest challenge to any car designer is getting the most of what you are given and
when Vauxhall’s team wanted to create a very compact city car SUV they looked to the Viva.

The original Viva was a boxy saloon built in Ellesmere Port, now home of the Astra, from
1963 to 1979 and that spawned what you might call an SUV – a Services Utility Vehicle.
Better known as the Bedford HA van it was a staple workhorse of British Telecom, British
Rail and the Post Office until 1983.

But today’s SUV sector is very different, enormous and demanding, so the very compact
Vauxhall Viva Rocks five door hatchback reflects this with its modern 1.0 aluminium engine,
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very flexible and practically equipped interior and a slightly taller SUV ride height to cope
with mild off-road tracks and congested and potholed urban streets.

Today’s Viva range is available in six versions with a common 73 hp 1.0 litre triple-cylinder
normally-aspirated petrol engine and five speed gearbox (although a single semi-automatic
is available), and four trim levels.

Even though it’s hot and sunny now our mid-range Rocks version came with the highly
desirable winter pack, NAV4 infotainment and guidance, very worthwhile OnStar remote
assistance concierge, rear parking sensors, steel spare wheel and brilliant paint finish which
added £2,260 to the price.

The engine was developed for the Viva and it does a good job with low emissions and
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reasonably good economy even if the performance will not rock you as it’s non-turbocharged
for that extra ‘zip’.

The Viva Rocks is very easy to drive with good throttle response, a light clutch and precise
five-speed gearbox, light brakes and accurate steering, while secondary controls are well
placed, worked well and were supported by simple clear instruments directly infront of the
driver.

A modern R4.0 IntellLink works with a mobile phone’s Apply or Android music storage and
the Viva Rocks gets the highly desirable OnStar assistance and concierge service for
complete peace of mind.

Oddments space is fairly good but it’s the thoroughly practical folding front and rear seats
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which impress and offer a massive total carrying capacity within the not huge interior,
behind a wide-opening fifth door and low sill.

This slideshow requires JavaScript.

Room is good infront for driver and passenger but the legroom is short behind unless you
are putting children in their safety seats. Headroom was good and it was best as a four-
seater, a bit tight for five.

I liked the all-round visibility of the Viva Rocks, thanks to a low waistline, large windows and
good wipers – but the lights were not so impressive at night.

Noise levels were modest, the engine was generally quiet until revved in lower gears and
more intrusive were road rumbles and suspension movements.

The Vauxhall engineers fine-tuned the Viva Rocks on UK roads and it shows. For a small car
it actually rode over bumps well and absorbed most bad surfaces but it still showed that
SUV character of being planted on rather than in the road so you tended to roll around
corners and the more loaded the car the more it seemed to lean on bends.

It was capable of keeping up with traffic in town or country but you needed to plan
overtaking opportunities well to make the most of the torque and gear ratios in the space
you were presented with.

VERDICT

Overall it is a good modern city car with a bit too much hard plastic inside for my liking, but
it’s comfortable, easy to drive, versatile and overall economical to use and own.

For: Easy to drive, good handling, responsive, economical, good visibility.

Against: Modest power, cramped in rear, small boot when rear seats not folded down.
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Mini Milestones and Wheels-Alive Tech. Spec. in Brief:

Vauxhall Viva Rocks five Door, 1.0 75 hp, manual.

Price: £11,940 (+ £2,260 worth of options).

Engine/transmission: 999 cc, three cylinder, 73 hp petrol engine, five speed manual.

Performance: 106 mph, 0–62 mph 13.1 seconds, Combined Cycle 54.3 mpg, (44 mpg
on test), CO2 emissions 118 g/km, VED road tax £160/£140, BiK company car tax 24%.

Insurance Group: 5E.
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Warranty: Three years/60,000 miles.

Dimensions/capacities: L 3.68 m (12.7 ft) , W 1.64 m (5.38 ft), H 1.54 m (5.05 ft), boot
space 206 – 1,013 litres (7.27 – 35.77 cu.ft), five doors/five seats.

 

http://www.wheels-alive.co.uk

