{m WH EEI_S-AL'VE' www.wheels-alive.co.uk

New Ford KA+ Zetec First Drive Road Test

Published: January 9, 2017

Author: Robin Roberts
Online version: https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/new-ford-ka-zetec-first-drive-road-test/


https://www.wheels-alive.co.uk/new-ford-ka-zetec-first-drive-road-test/
http://www.wheels-alive.co.uk

{m WH EELS-AL'VE' www.wheels-alive.co.uk

nger for sales, the new

=

a ‘m’éins the UK’s bestselling car

From its origins as a compact city car in 1996 we have seen the Ka develop in 2008 into a
convertible and sporting model, and in 2014 the third generation KA+ was launched in
other markets with an extra 7.5 inches wheelbase; it came to the UK late in 2016.
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It is a simple Studio and Zetec trimmed three-car range from under £9,000 to almost
£10,300, powered by 70 or 85 hp versions of the familiar 1.2 litre four-cylinder petrol engine
with a five-speed manual gearbox but no automatic option.

It’s built in India and has five doors... The additional rear room has significantly extended
the appeal of this school-shuttle, with good access, leg and headroom. It has a modest boot
if three are seated, but much more useful capacity if the back seats are folded, although
they don’t go flush with the boot-floor.

The fifth door opens high to reveal a deep, wide but not long boot, and our car came with
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the £100 optional steel wheel, which I think should be standard as the better solution to a
serious puncture than a can of squirty sealant foam.

With the gradual increase in boot space from the 60-40 split seats you can put a folded
pushchair in one side and still take two back seat passengers, so it’s a very family-friendly
interior. In fact I think some teenagers would also be happy to see the grandparents at
Christmas if you took the KA+.

Cloth seats are warm and comfortably shaped with good adjustment range on the front pair.
The Zetec spec includes electrically operated front side windows and door mirrors, AM/FM
radio, manual air-con, central door locking, cruise control and alloy wheels.
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When used with a few aboard the non-turbo engine can labour, particularly in hilly country,

but it pushes the miles away on main roads and motorways and we returned 42 mpg without
any problems or deliberately light-foot driving.

Having a cruise control and using it on main roads makes a difference and the Ford system
is very easy and effective.

When it comes to driving in town the KA+ really comes into its own, with light controls, a
good turning circle and slim roof pillars for clear visibility when parking or pulling out. You
can specify the test car’s city pack of sensors and folding mirrors if you want to preserve the
body from damage, at a cost of £300.
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In town or on open roads the road noise was ever present and let you know how well the

suspension was coping as most bumps were smoothly absorbed with only a slight tendency
for the car to roll around tighter turns.

The handling was biased towards understeer but it was entirely safe and surefooted and
there is a lot of technology in the KA+ to keep you out of trouble and help you pull away on
hills for instance.

For all its visual changes there is a familiar look to the interior - and Ford has not taken the
opportunity to upgrade the very small infotainment screen atop the cluttered console,
contrasting with the big main instruments and supporting displays, which are very clear and
easy to understand.

The Ford KA+ is a model the company had to introduce to widen the range and it will be
interesting to see if it impacts on the larger Fiesta sales, although that is also getting a
serious revamp in 2017.
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VERDICT

KA will always be the baby in Ford’s family but the KA+ turns it into a toddler.

For: Increased room and better rear seat access, easy to drive, light controls, good
economy.

Against: Modest performance and boot space, road noise.

Mini Milestones and Wheels-Alive Tech. Spec. in Brief:
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Ford KA+ Zetec, 1.2Ti petrol, 5-door hatchback.

Price: £10,295 (as tested £11,840 with black paint, city pack, electronic a/c and
privacy glass).

Engine/transmission: 1.2 litre, four cylinder, 85 hp, 105 Nm (77 1b.ft) of torque at
4,000 rpm, five speed manual.

Performance:

0-62mph: 13.3 seconds.

Top speed: 105mph.

Fuel consumption: Combined Cycle 56.5 mpg (42 mpg on test).

Emissions and taxation: CO2 114 g/km, VED road tax £0 First Year then £30, BIK
company car tax 19%.

Insurance Group: 5E.
Warranty: Three years/60,000 miles.

Dimensions: L. 3.93 m (12.89 ft), W 1.7 m (5.58 ft), H 1.53 m (5.02 ft); boot/load space
270 to 849 litres (9.53 to 29.98 cu.ft).
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